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Religious Education Policy 

Whole School Aims and Objectives 
At Cogenhoe Primary School we aim to promote equality, diversity and understanding of the breadth of choices 
that individuals make. We hope to do this through our RE curriculum, alongside our whole school ethos which 
promotes children's SMSC development. 
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“The ability to understand the faith or belief of individuals and communities, and how these may shape their culture 
and behaviour, is an invaluable asset for children in modern day Britain. Explaining religious and non-religious 
worldviews in an academic way allows young people to engage with the complexities of belief, avoid stereotyping 
and contribute to an informed debate” – Why RE Matters -The RE Council 

Aims and objectives for Religious Education 
We enable children to develop their knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other world religions and 
value systems found in Britain. The children can then reflect on what it means to have a faith or a value system and 
develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help the children to learn from religions as well as 
about them. 

The RE curriculum is set locally where the local authority Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) 
is responsible for producing the locally agreed syllabus for RE. 

The aims of the syllabus are for pupils: 

• to develop religious literacy; 
• to acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions and world 

views represented in the United Kingdom;  
• to develop an understanding of the influence of the beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, 

societies and cultures; 
• to develop attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs different from their own; 
• to develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious issues, with reference to the 

principal religions and world views represented locally and in the United Kingdom. 

Religions deal with some of the most profound and difficult questions in human life, questions such as:  

• What is the purpose of life? 
• How should people treat each other? 
• How do we explain and cope with death and suffering? 
 
 Religions approach these issues in complex ways, in ways of life, culture and action, as well as ritual, tradition, 
story, symbol and belief. Religious Education must take account of this depth and complexity, helping pupils to an 
understanding appropriate to their age and aptitude. To do this RE needs:  

• to develop pupils' skills;  
• to enable them to ask questions;  
• to discover information, to approach new material with empathy;  
• to reflect on their learning. Pupils should not only acquire knowledge but also be able to use their knowledge to 
understand their world, build community, and develop their personal position. 

 Throughout the RE curriculum pupils will be encouraged to explore religions, engage with their knowledge, and 
reflect on their learning and their lives. 

Religious Literacy 
Religious literacy is the knowledge of, and ability to understand, religion, beliefs, practices, spiritual insights and 
secular world views. It plays an important part in preparing pupils for life in modern Britain. Its importance is 
increasing as globalisation has created greater links and migration between societies of different faiths and 
cultures. Someone who is religiously literate is able to talk with fluency and understanding about religion and 
belief. It is firmly rooted within educational practice. A crucial aspect of religious literacy is through school RE. 
 
'Preparing pupils for life in modern Britain' and RE 

Schools have a duty to prepare pupils 'for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life in modern 
Britain' (OFSTED School Inspection Handbook January 2015, p42) and to promote Community Cohesion (Education 
and Inspections Act 2006: Sections 38 and 154). Religious Education makes an important contribution to this duty. 
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It provides a key context to develop young people's understanding and appreciation of diversity, to promote 
shared values and to challenge racism and discrimination. Effective RE will prepare pupils for later life in modern 
Britain at each of these four levels: 

• The school community — RE provides a positive context within which the diversity of cultures, beliefs and 
values can be celebrated and explored; 

• The community within which the school is located — RE provides opportunities to Investigate patterns of 
diversity of religion and belief and forge links with different groups in the local area. 

The beliefs and values systems selected for study within the Local Agreed Syllabus are those with the highest number 
of members reported through the Census; 

• The UK community — a major focus of RE is the study of diversity of religion and belief in the UK and how 
this influences national life; 

• The global community — RE involves the study of matters of global significance, recognising the diversity of 
religion and belief and its impact on world issues. 

Our vision at Cogenhoe Primary School is of a community where people of different religions and no religion live 
harmoniously side by side, displaying mutual respect, understanding and friendship. It is essential that our children 
and young people are supported in developing these qualities and, whilst growing confidence, achieve a level of 
critical awareness that helps them to become builders and shapers of a better Northamptonshire. 

Teaching and Learning  
It is too simplistic to assume that merely by teaching about the major world religions, RE as a curriculum area will 
automatically contribute to community cohesion; there is a risk of reinforcing stereotypes in this subject area, e.g. 
'Muslims are from Pakistan' or 'Christians are white.' It is important to emphasise that these are 'world' religions 
and to seek opportunities and resources that will break down inaccurate, even racist, assumptions about people of 
other faiths. Each religion, in fact, contains diverse traditions and beliefs and each one is multicultural itself; its 
forms and followers vary in ethnicity, language, customs and practices. For example, Christians, Jews and Muslims 
all give great significance to Jesus within their religious tradition, holding some aspects in common and diverging 
on other fundamental points. 
 
RE is an ideal vehicle for building links with the faith communities in Cogenhoe and the wider area around the 
school. Pupils need opportunities to meet people of different faiths and cultures to develop a respect for those who 
believe, think and practise differently, without feeling that their own identity or views are threatened. In fact, pupils 
can deepen and clarify their own sense of identity through their encounter with others. The community cohesion 
guidance states that "through their ethos and curriculum schools can promote discussion of a commonsense of 
identity and support diversity, showing pupils how different communities can be united by shared values and 
common experiences." It is important to set ground rules for discussion when religious differences are explored, in 
order to create a safe and positive environment. This is particularly relevant where there may be media 
misrepresentations and commonly held negative stereotypes, e.g. Islamophobia. 

 

Christianity will be studied in both Key Stages.  

• Religions studied in KS1 have been chosen as they are relevant to the experience of the pupils and local 
demographic. Christianity and Hinduism are studied.  
 • However, by the end of KS2 all major religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism) 
and a secular world view (humanism) are studied.  
 

The 2018 syllabus recommends that all key stages use ‘Enquiry’ methods when planning and delivering units of work. 
When planning units of work a range of approaches to learning that match different types of enquiry should be used, 
for example: 
 
• ‘Big Questions’ are used as the focus of an enquiry  
• use experiential and creative activities where pupils can develop their insight into the ‘experience’ of religion 
• use reasoned argument and debate where pupils can explore controversial issues  
• using investigative and interpretative skills where pupils need to gather, analyse and present information 
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• planning sequences enquiries to make sure pupils build effectively on prior learning and can see the relevance 
of their investigations 

• the enquiry process allows pupils’ to progress in RE and this progression is defined and assessed. The benefits 
of enquiry approaches are:  

• Pupils develop a deeper understanding, going beyond simply learning facts to handling ideas and questions;  
• Pupils increase confidence as learners; discussion is no longer so teacher-led; and  
• More sustained learning is achieved, not the fragmented pattern of work often seen in RE. Learners follow 

through their enquiries building on their thinking across a number of sessions.  
 

Curriculum planning in Religious Education 
The R.E. Long Term Plan maps out the topics studied each term in each class. The Long Term Plan has been developed 
to ensure a balanced curriculum for all children as they move through the school. 

The current recommendation for time allocation for RE. is: 
KS 1 -36 hours per year 
KS2 -45 hours per year 
 

RE is taught as a discrete timetabled subject, unless it Is central to a Theme unit. In Reception and KS 1 the 
equivalent of 45 minutes a week is timetabled; at KS2 60 minutes is timetabled. The class teacher usually teaches 
RE, but the PPA teacher may also teach it. 

Visits and visitors are incorporated into aspects of the RE. curriculum to bring the faiths alive. Both children and 
visitors should be made well aware of the purpose of the visit in advance. Each class has a list suggesting venues 
and speakers in the folder containing the medium term plans. 

 
Teaching and learning styles 
In line with our Learning and Teaching Policy, we base our teaching and learning styles in R.E. on the key principle 
that good teaching in RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious 
ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and 
promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own views and 
values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the R.E. curriculum. The pedagogical styles advocated for RE 
are explained in depth in the Local Agreed Syllabus 'Growing Together' which Cogenhoe Primary bases it's RE 
curriculum on.  

Children will have the opportunity to respond to material in a variety of ways. This may be through poetry, stories, 
reports on visits, art work, design technology, music, dance, drama, maths work, ICT, discussions, displays and 
through their own behaviour. 
 
Inclusion 
We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities and backgrounds, 
and so we try to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 
the ability and experience of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by: 

• using a range of learning and teaching styles; 
• setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
• setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks); 
• grouping the children by ability and setting different tasks for each ability group; 
• providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child; 
• using classroom assistants to support or extend the work of individuals or groups of children. 
 

RE and Pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) RE is a statutory part of the core curriculum for 
all pupils, including those with learning difficulties. Good quality teaching in RE will tailor the planning of the syllabus 
carefully to the special needs of all pupils. Pupils with special educational needs will not always meet the same 
expectations in RE as other pupils and therefore appropriate assessment materials will need to be used. All 
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programmes of study that are planned for pupils with special educational needs take account of the targets and 
recommendations in their Individual Educational Programmes.  
 

Gifted and Talented 
Pupils who are gifted in Religious Education are likely to: 

• show high levels of insight into, and discernment beyond, the obvious and ordinary; 
• make sense of, and draw meaning from, religious symbols, metaphors, texts and practices; 
• be sensitive to, or aware of, the numinous or the mystery of life, and have a feeling for how these are explored 

and expressed; 
• understand, apply and transfer ideas and concepts across topics in RE and into other religious and cultural 

contexts. 

They may also: 
• have highly-developed skills of comprehension, analysis and research; 
• show quickness of understanding and depth of thought. 
 

The identification of pupils who are gifted in Religious Education should be approached on the basis of distinct 
Religious Education ability, skills, competencies and insights. All children are appropriately challenged.  

Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
In Reception classes, Religious Education is an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the 
Reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the Religious Education aspects 
of the children's work to the objectives set out in the EYFS framework.  

RE and the wider school curriculum  
A holistic approach to Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development (SMSC), British Values, and Community 
Cohesion focuses on preparing pupils for life in the 21st century, engaging pupils in a contemporary and relevant 
context. RE develops pupils' knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other religious traditions and secular world 
views and explores their responses to life's challenges. Reference is constantly made to those who live out their 
beliefs, insights and values in their daily lives and within their own communities. This gives pupils the knowledge and 
skills to flourish both within their own community and as members of a diverse and global society. RE plays an 
important role in preparing pupils for their future, for employment and lifelong learning. It enhances their spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development by: 
 • Developing awareness of the fundamental questions raised by human experiences, and of how religious teachings 
can relate to them 
 • Responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions and other belief systems, 
relating them to their own understanding and experience  
• Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in the light of their study. Although RE contributes to other 
subjects it must not be defined by or confined to them. Similarly, although RE and Collective Worship can enrich each 
other, RE cannot be replaced by or delivered through Collective Worship. 
 
Assessment and recording 
In line with the requirements of the Agreed Syllabus for R.E. we use Level Descriptions to help make judgements 
about pupil progress and achievement. Children's work in RE. is assessed by making informal judgements, both by 
staff and the children themselves, during lessons and at the end of a unit of work. These judgements are used by 
the teacher to decide 'where next' within the lesson and within the unit, as well as next time that skill, attitude or 
knowledge is taught. A limited number of more formal assessments may take place during a year where the 
children will be given their level of achievement. 

There are two attainment targets in RE;  

• Learning about religion and belief - Enquiring into, investigating and understanding religions and beliefs. This 
includes thinking about and interpreting religious beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and ways of 
expressing meaning with reference to the specific beliefs and religions studied.  
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• Learning from religion and belief - Questioning, exploring, reflecting upon and interpreting human experience 
in the light of religions and beliefs studied. This includes communicating reflections, responses and evaluations 
about questions of identity, belonging, diversity, meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitments, making 
increasingly insightful links to the specific religions studied. 

The teachers of children at the end of Key Stage One and Two (Years Two and Six) are required to submit the levels 
of attainment for their children to SACRE in July each year. The following vocabulary is used:  

• working towards, 
• working at, 
• exceeding, 

The legal position of Religious Education 

As a state-funded school we offer a curriculum which:  

• promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils, and  
• prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life 

In brief, legislation requires that: 

 • in maintained community, foundation or voluntary schools without a religious character, RE is taught in 
accordance with the local Agreed Syllabus; 
 • the requirements are that a syllabus must ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the 
main, Christian while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in 
Great Britain’;  
 

Resources 
All RE. resources are kept In the PPA room where there is a boxed collection of religious artefacts for each world 
religion to be studied. There is a collection of videos and DVDs, as well as several multifaith books housed in the 
upper, left-hand, white cupboard in the PPA room. Each class has a resources list in the folder containing the 
medium term plans. 

Management of R.E. 
The R.E. subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children's work and the quality of the 
teaching in Religious Education. This is done through monitoring of planning, interviews with children and scrutiny 
of work, carried out at least twice a year. Through monitoring, the R.E. subject leader evaluates the strengths and 
weaknesses of the subject, identifies areas for further improvement and then implements an action plan to address 
these issues. 

The subject leader attends INSET that keeps her up to date with the current Issues and expectations related to RE. 

In-Service Training 
All staff are responsible for teaching Religious Education. The training needs of staff are monitored, reviewed and 
addressed through the performance management process as part of the School Improvement Plan. Subject leaders 
are expected to attend subject related courses when appropriate and to disseminate relevant information to 
colleagues. The Religious Education subject leader may lead a staff meeting, provide further whole staff INSET or 
participate team teaching sessions if a need is identified. 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Equal Opportunities Policy, the Racism Policy, the School 
Assembly policy, the SEN Policy and all other school policies. 

 

 

 


