
 

Deepening Understanding 

David Walliams- Year 5 Draft Answers  

 
1) Within the first paragraph, find and explain three phrases that emphasise the 

author’s admirable view of David Walliams. (3 marks) 

 

Look for answers that refer to the following- 

*‘Comedic brilliance’- showing that the author believes Walliams is far better 

than any ‘good’ comedian. 

*‘Dedication to storytelling’- the author is recognising that Walliams doesn’t just 

write books, he is devoted to creating the best stories. 

*’Personal strength’- the author shows awe and appreciation of all the challenges 

that Walliams does- tricky challenges that, hence, need this personal strength. 

 

 

2) Why might it have been easy for Walliams to just grow up into a ‘normal’ life? 

(2 marks) 

 

Look for answers that recognise and develop that- 

*His parents both had ‘normal jobs’ which meant Walliams wouldn’t have really 

been exposed into a ‘showbiz’ type of life. His parents were far from the fame 

scene, and Walliams might not have embraced any type of spotlight. 

 

 

3) How did reading books as a child definitely help mould Walliams into his future 

self? (2 marks) 

 

Look for answers where children have explained that- 

*He devoured every book- which meant he was constantly getting new ideas and 

his imagination was growing every time he read a new story. 

*He liked going into his own imagination, as it made him happy and he made new 

characters. This would have started his journey into making his own characters 

for his own books as an adult. 

 

 

4) How do you think that Dr Who ‘cast a spell’ over Walliams? (2 marks) 

 

Look for answers which may draw on the parallels of the fact that Dr Who is 

magical; and also the fact that the series enticed Walliams in, with the magic 

overwhelming him like a spell. This ‘spell’ may have then set him on his own future 

path of creating exciting stories. 



 

 

5) What is meant by the phrase ‘he was the brains’ behind The Ant and Dec show? 

(1 mark) 

 

Children to identify that this meant Walliams was most likely to have come up 

with the idea for the show. He would have thought about concepts and ideas for 

the program. 

 

 

6) Which expression summarises Walliams’ approach to his personal endurance 

challenges? (1 mark) 

 

Children to identify that Walliams needed ‘sheer strength both in his body and 

his mind’. He had to push himself as he was not your usual type of athlete. 

 

 

7) From the four charity pursuits that Walliams embarked upon, explain which 

one you think would have been the toughest and why. (2 marks) 

 

Accept any of the children’s answers as long as they are in context of the piece 

and logically make sense.  

For example, children may choose the Dover to Calais swim because of the jelly 

fish and the cold temperatures/ or perhaps the swim in which he had to rescue a 

dog! 

 

8) What was the key message in Walliams’ first children’s novel? Why are books 

good for getting this message across? Explain.  (2 marks) 

 

a) Children to identify that the message was ‘It’s ok to be different’ in ‘The 

Boy in the Dress’.  

Then look for responses in which children have justified their answers. For 

example- 

b) as children are influenced by stories and messages can be portrayed in 

either serious, fun, or sensitive ways within a story’s theme. 

 

 

9. Find two ways we know that Walliams has been successful in his career. 

 

Children to identify- 

*That 23 million copies of his stories have been sold all over the world, showing 

how hugely popular he has become. 



 

*He has been awarded an OBE from the Queen, one of the highest awards 

somebody can receive. 

 

10) Thinking about what you have read today, how might somebody take 

inspiration from Walliams’ biography? Explain one aspect in detail.   

(3 marks). 

 

Children to write a summative paragraph focussing on points in the text. 

For example, they might decide to write about- 

*How he felt unhappy as a child sometimes, but reading books and developing his 

big imagination helped him, creating who he is today. 

*How he managed to complete some extraordinary physical challenges, even when 

he had to push himself both mind and body. 


