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Fluency 1  

To subtract fractions with different denominators, we must find a common 

denominator. 

4/5 - 6/10 = 1/5 

8/12 - 1/3 = 1/3 

7/8 - 8/16 = 3/8 

5/6 - 12/18 = 1/6 

 

Fluency 2  

The difference between 18/24 and 1/4 is 2/4 or 1/2. 

The difference between 6/7 and 4/14 is 4/7. 

The difference between 20/28 and 1/7 is 4/7. 

The difference between 30/35 and 4/7 is 2/7. 

 

Fluency 3 

There is one third of a litre left. 

 

Reasoning 1 

Modelled DAB Reasoning Responses 

D – Anita has made a mistake. 

A – 12/15 - 2/5 is not 10/15. 

B – Anita has not found a common denominator shared by 12/15 and 2/5. 

She could either subtract 6/15 from 12/15 to get 6/15, or subtract 2/5 from 4/5 

to get 2/5. Her bar model should look like one of the examples below: 

DEEPENING UNDERSTANDING ANSWER SHEET 

YEAR 5 PIM – SUBTRACT FRACTIONS 
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Reasoning 2  

Modelled DAB Reasoning Response 

D – I agree with Alfie. 

A – They should convert three fifths into tenths before calculating. 

B – To convert tenths to fifths, the numerator and denominator would need to 

be divided by 2. As the fraction is only one tenth, this would not work. They 

can easily convert three fifths to six tenths to work out that 3/5 - 1/10 = 5/10 or 

1/2. 

  

Reasoning 3 

Modelled DAB Reasoning Response 

D – Jane is correct. 

A – She has eaten two thirds of the sweets. 

B – Jane had five sixths and now she has two twelfths left. Two twelfths is 

equivalent to one sixth and the difference between five sixths and one sixth is 

four sixths. Four sixths is equivalent to two thirds. 

 

Reasoning 4 

Modelled DAB Reasoning Response 

D – Two statements are true and one is false. 

A – True: the difference between 6/8 and 20/40 is 1/4 and the difference 

between 3/4 and 5/12 is 1/3. False: the difference between 42/60 and 3/10 is 

1/5. 

B – 20/40 = 4/8 and 6/8 - 4/8 = 2/8 = 1/4  

3/4 = 9/12 and 9/12 - 5/12 = 4/12 = 1/3 

42/60 = 7/10 and 7/10 - 3/10 = 4/10 = 2/5, not 1/5 
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Download our ‘DAB’ posters to support reasoning in your classroom: 

https://www.deepeningunderstanding.co.uk/product/dab-reasoning-posters/ 

 

Problem Solving 1 

Missing fractions are shown in their simplest form. 

 

https://www.deepeningunderstanding.co.uk/product/dab-reasoning-posters/

