
 

Deepening Understanding Draft Mark Scheme  
YR5 Fiction  
 
This set of questions is based upon ‘The Jungle Book’ written 
by Rudyard Kipling. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Around what age is Mowgli when the extract begins? Q1 

 
1 mark - for answers that show the age to be around 10/11. 

…He was a baby when he was accepted into the wolf pack; and the extract 
is set around ten years later. 

 
 1 Mark 

 

 Father Wolf taught Mowgli ‘his business’. What does this 

phrase mean? 
Q3 

 Who did Mowgli grow up in the jungle with? Q2 

 2 Marks 

 1 Mark 

1 mark - for answers that show he grew up with the wolf cubs. 

 

1 mark - for simplistic answers stating- 
… that Mowgli was taught how to live like a Wolf. 
 

2 marks- for developing this further, such as stating- 
… that Mowgli was taught the way of life of the wolf: such as how they 

lived and survived in the jungle; how they may have hunted; and what the 
Jungle meant to them. 

 



 

         (Paragraph One) 

 

 

(Paragraph Two) 

 
 2 Marks 

 Kipling describes the sights and sounds of the jungle. 

Choose two phrases to show this. 
Q4a 

 

 What impression do you get of Mowgli’s life? Explain 

carefully. 
Q5 

 Why do you think Kipling described these sights and 

sounds of the jungle so carefully? 
Q4b 

 2 Marks 

 2 Marks 

2 marks – two choices from the following- 
-every rustle in the grass,  

-every breath of warm night air,  
-every note of the owls above his head,  

-every scratch of a bat’s claw as it roosted for a while in a tree,  

-every splash of every little fish jumping in a pool 

 

Up to 2 marks for suggesting answers that are similar to the following- 

… that Rudyard Kipling wanted to paint a picture in the reader’s mind of the 
jungle setting; he did so by using words that relate to our senses. 

… that Rudyard Kipling was trying to emphasise just how much Mowgli had 
learnt about the jungle and the way of life there. 

 

Up to 2 marks for answers that are developed and justified with reference to 
the text wherever possible, e.g.: 

… he had an easy life: as he could go to sleep when he wanted to; he could 
search for food whenever he was hungry; he didn’t have to go to school like 

human children.  
Or some children may interpret this as a hard lifestyle… 

… his life was quite tricky as he had to search for anything he needed such 
as food; things were not readily available to him; he didn’t meet humans and 

could not get educated. It would be tiring.  

 



 

 

        (Paragraph Three) 

 

 

Actions… What this tells us about Mowgli…. 

At the Council, he used to stare 
at the wolves for fun… 

He was quite mischievous… 
 

He would pick the long thorns 
out of the pads of his friends… 

He was helpful and caring when he 
needed to be… 

He’d go wandering around the 
different lands… 

He was adventurous and interested in 
what was around him… 

He’d go and look very curiously 
at the villagers in their huts… 

He was very curious and full of 
wonder about human kind… 

 Mowgli originally ‘clinged like a sloth’ when climbing the 

tree branches. Why do you think this was the case? 
Q6a 

7 

 Which two phrases pinpoint Mowgli’s changed attitude 

once he was used to climbing? 
Q6b 

 1 Mark 

 

Using three of Mowgli’s daily actions/activities, explain 

what these tell us about the type of character he was, 

for example: 

Q7 

 

 3 Marks 

 1 Mark 

1 mark for answers that imply- 

…that he was scared to let go of the branches; he was worried about falling 

off;  

… he was compared to a sloth as these animals tend to stay gripped onto 

branches for a lot of their daily life.  

1 mark for the following vocabulary choices- 

...fling himself… 

… as boldly as the gray ape 

 

 



 

 

Pick out one or two reasons and explain. 

 

1 mark for referring to the definition of ‘thine’ meaning ‘yours’. 

2 marks for developing this further, for example- 

…that Bagheera was explaining that all the jungle was Mowgli’s; and that he 

could live in it as he pleased; or hunt there as he pleased. However, some 

children may also acknowledge that Mowgli still had responsibilities to treat 

the jungle kind fairly; and that there were rules to live by. 

Up to 3 marks for interesting predictions, using ideas from the text to ensure 

the predictions stay in context, for example- 

…Mowgli may end up trusting Shere Khan as he hadn’t remembered the advice 

given to him from Mother Wolf. The creature may end up getting Mowgli into 

trouble. (Look for interesting examples of ‘trouble’ from the children). 

 2 Marks 

 

 How do we know that the ‘Law of the Jungle’ was 

important to the characters?  
Q9 

 What do you think might have happened if Mowgli met 

Shere Khan? Explain your answer carefully. 
Q10 

 3 Marks 

 What do you think Bagheera meant when he said, “All the 

jungle is thine?” 
Q8 

1 mark for identifying- 

… that Mowgli ‘obeyed faithfully’ when he was told to follow the laws. He 

understood that it was not something to be challenged. 

Some children may also identify- 

…that the law is written specifically as a title in proper nouns, suggesting its 

importance as a rulebook.  

 

. 

 2 Marks 

 


