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So how do you know David Walliams? Have you laughed with him on 
a Saturday night as he has entertained the British public on prime-time 
TV shows? Have you read one of his exciting novels? Have you watched 
in awe as he has pushed himself to his physical limits for charity? 
What is sure is that David has become one of the UK’s most successful 
public figures by entertaining the population with his comedic brilliance, 
his dedication to storytelling and his personal strength. Let us now take 
a look into his fascinating life.  
 

Life as a Child 
 

Unbeknown to many, David was in fact born David Edward Williams 
on 20th August 1971 in Banstead, Surrey. The surname Walliams later 
became his stage name. He was a welcome younger brother to his sister 
Julie, who used to enjoy dressing him up in girls’ clothes when he was 
little - she used to pretend he was a doll! His parents had relatively 
normal jobs, far away from the spotlight of fame. His mother, Kathleen, 
was a laboratory technician and his father, Peter, was a Civil Engineer 
for London Transport. Acting ran in the blood though - his relatives on 
his father’s side (the Dunbar Sisters) performed on stage in the US during 
the late nineteenth century after they had emigrated from London. David 
inherited this flair for all things theatrical and began acting as a child 

whilst attending Reigate Grammar School.  
 

 



 

 

A World of Imagination 
 

It was during his childhood that his imagination and creativity was 
sparked. He used to ‘devour every book’ he could get his hands on. 
David has said that he ‘liked the world of imagination because it was 
an easy place to go to’. He had a happy childhood but has admitted 
that at times he was unhappy. Interestingly, he found peace in being 
alone and creating characters and voices in his head.  
 

David spent hours and hours hooked on reading the creations of his 
literary idol Roald Dahl. He liked nothing more than escaping into Dahl’s 
fantasy worlds as he loved the magic and the fantastical journeys they 
took him on. In his childhood, David was also absorbed by the world 
of Doctor Who. This was his favourite TV show, which he says ‘cast a 
spell’ over him.  
 

Early Dramatic Career 
 

When he left school, he pursued his interest in the dramatic arts and 
went on to study Drama at Bristol University. Whilst at the National 
Youth Theatre, he gained experience in performing and this is where he 
met his comedy partner Matt Lucas. At the age of 24, his career in 
show business began when he was the brains behind ‘The Ant and Dec 
Show’. In 2003, David and Matt Lucas first starred in the acclaimed 
‘Little Britain’ show, which entertained the population with its unique wit. 
He later went on to marry Lara Stone (now divorced), with whom he 
has one child.  
 

Super David 
 

David has not only challenged himself professionally, he has also pushed 
himself physically. He is not your typical world-class athlete yet his 
sheer strength of body and mind has enabled him to complete a range 
of physical endurance tests, all in the name of charity. He began in July 
2006 by swimming the 21 miles from Dover across the English Channel 
to France. During the ten-and-a-half-hour journey, he had to swim 
through shoals of jellyfish and cope with temperatures as low as 15 
degrees Celsius. This event ignited his desire to continue charitable 
missions to raise money for Sport Relief. On the 7th March 2008, 
alongside James Cracknell, David swam the 19 kilometres (12 mile) Strait 
of Gibraltar from Spain to Morocco in just over four and a half hours. 
This was followed in 2010 with a bicycle ride from one end of the 
United Kingdom to the other. The next year, he swam the length of the                                   



 

 

River Thames (140 miles) astonishingly raising more than £2 million for 

Sport Relief. During the eight-day swim, he even rescued a Labrador dog 
that had fallen into the water!  
 

Children’s Author 
 

David’s lifelong love of imaginative storytelling was rewarded when in 
2008 his ideas were committed to paper and his first book ‘The Boy in 
the Dress’ was published. 2018 marks the 10th anniversary of this very 
special date - some of you may not even have been born when his first 
book was published! There are many themes that underpin his books: 
kindness, love, tolerance, acceptance, friendship, respect and trust. David 
also has a strong belief that ‘it’s OK to be different’. This was the whole 
rationale behind his first children’s book - he loved the idea of someone 
who was not prepared to compromise to fit into society.  
 

He has since gone on to write other much-loved children’s stories 
including ‘Mr Stink’ (2009), ‘Billionaire Boy’ (2010) and ‘Gangsta Granny’ 
in 2011, some of which have since been turned into TV programmes. His 
most recent book is ‘Bad Dad’ which was published in 2017 and his 
avid readers are eagerly awaiting the launch of his next exciting novel! 
Did you know that amazingly 23 million copies of David’s books have 
been sold all over the world? On story writing he says, “I love telling 
stories. I love the intimacy between the writer and reader.” David 
Walliams is today one of our best-loved children’s authors, who has 
inspired a whole generation of children in not only the pleasure of 
reading but to be confident in themselves. 
 

Recognition 
 

In 2017, for his services to charity and the Arts, he was awarded the 
OBE (Officer of the Order of the British Empire) in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List. This was truly a grand national recognition for everything 
he has accomplished in his life so far. “I still enjoy my life and I feel 
like I’ve achieved enough things that if I never did anything again I’d 
feel confident that I’d still have made my mark in some way.” He certainly 
has made his mark in current British culture and to this day he continues 
to write, to entertain and to inspire. He is truly one of our most-loved 
national treasures. 
 

  


