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The Albert Dock – Teacher Version

The Albert Dock is one of the most famous historic places in 
Liverpool.  It was once used as a shipping port to house sailing 
ships, dating back as far as 1846. Now it is a bustling shopping 
centre with a number of bars, restaurants, museums and tourist 
attractions. This weekend I got to have a tour to see what’s on 
offer. There was so much to take in, and this is definitely one of 
my favourite new places to visit – here’s a look at some of the 
highlights.

E: What year does the Albert dock date back to?  1846

E: Which city is the Albert dock in?  Liverpool

E: What was the Albert dock before it was a tourist attraction?  A shipping port.

S: Read the first paragraph. What does the word ‘bustling’ mean?  Busy

D: What is the Tate Museum?  An art museum

E: When did The Tate Museum open? 1988

D: Is the Tate Museum popular? Use evidence from the text.  Yes, it is referred to as a ‘huge tourist 
attraction’.

S: What did the author enjoy most about their trip to the Albert dock?  How do you know?  Visiting 
the Tate – they say it was ‘easily the best part of the trip.’

M: Suggest one reason the writer may have chosen The Tate Museum as their favourite part of the 
trip. Refer to evidence in the text in your answer.  Personal response – they may be really interested 
in art.

The Beatles Story
This a tourist attraction which tells the story of one of the most famous music bands to come out of

The Tate Museum
This was easily the best part of the trip for me. Inside are 
paintings and sculptures from so many different modern 
artists. This museum was opened in 1988 and has been a 
huge tourist attraction ever since. Definitely a place I’ll 
be going back to.

Liverpool: the Beatles. There are fascinating exhibits to look at, such 
as John Lennon’s piano and a wide range of outfits that the band 
wore.  There is even an interactive story zone aimed at children, which 
has original copies of some famous Beatles albums, such as ‘Walls 
and Bridges’ and ‘Double Fantasy’.
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E: Name two of the albums on display at the Beatles Story.  ‘Walls and Bridges’ and ‘Double 
Fantasy’.

The members of the Beatles were John Lennon, Paul McCartney, Ringo Star and George Harrison. 
They became one of the most prolific bands in the world and they are a big part of Liverpool’s 
history. While I was at the docks, I could see so many shops and statues dedicated to the Beatles.

M: Explain what the word ‘prolific’ means.  Famous or important

S: Do you think the Beatles are an important part of Liverpool’s history? Explain your answer.  Yes, 
they are described as being ‘a big part of Liverpool’.

E: Name the four members of the Beatles.  Paul McCartney, Ringo Star, John Lennon, George 
Harrison.

Merseyside Maritime Museum

E: What is the floor called where you can look at items that have been confiscated by police and 
border patrols?  Seized

The museum also showcased a display of stories and artefacts from the Titanic’s (a huge historic 
cruise ship which sadly sunk) time in Liverpool. It included letters from passengers, pieces of cutlery 
and the only first class ticket to have survived the Titanic sinking.

S: What three things are on exhibition in the Titanic section of the maritime museum? Letters from 
passengers, cutlery, the only surviving first class ticket.

M: Why do you think that people still remember and learn about the Titanic at the Albert Dock? 
Personal response, e.g. it spent time in Liverpool, it was an important event.

M: What does the phrase ‘hidden away’ imply about the Maritime Museum?  It isn’t immediately 
obvious where it is.

Hidden away inside the Albert Dock is the Maritime Museum, 
which showcases exhibits from Liverpool’s history surrounding 
the docks and the ships which were kept there. Here you can 
learn all about The Pier Master (the person who controlled the 
traffic of ships passing through the Albert Dock) and by 
visiting the floor called ‘Seized!’ you can look at all of the 
interesting things which were confiscated by police and border 
patrols from people trying to smuggle stolen or illegal items 
on-board ships. 

E: What was a Pier master? The person who controlled the 
traffic of ships passing through the dock.
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D: Why were the docks closed in 1972?  They weren’t taking enough trade and they had silt 
damage.

I managed to take a look at all of these places in one action-packed day. There are also lots of 
smaller attractions like a Victorian carousel and even just walking along the pier to see the view of 
Wirral on the other side of the River Mersey was really enjoyable. Definitely a place I’ll be 
recommending to friends and family.

S: Read the paragraph titled ‘The rebirth of the Albert Dock’. Explain what the word ‘luxurious’ 
means.  Extravagant

M: After reading this blog, do you think you would like to visit the Albert Dock? Explain why and 
refer to the text.  Personal response.

D: The author refers to a smaller attraction in the final paragraph, what is it? A Victorian carousel

E: Who reopened the docks as a tourist attraction?  Prince Charles

M: Give a summary of the final two paragraphs starting from ‘The rebirth of the Albert Dock’.  The 
docks were closed due to silt damage and low trade and reopened in 1988 by Prince Charles as a 
shopping centre/tourist attraction. The author saw everything in one day and enjoyed their visit.

S: Read the last paragraph. How do you know the author enjoyed their visit to the Albert Dock?  
They will be recommending it to friends and family.

S: What can you see on the other side of the river from the Albert Dock?  The Wirral

The rebirth of the Albert Dock
Although the Albert Dock looks luxurious and well 
maintained now, this wasn’t always the case. At some 
point during 1972, the docks were closed due to the 
wharf being damaged by silt and the docks not taking 
in enough trade to keep them open. It wasn’t until 
1988 that it was reopened as a tourist attraction
and shopping centre by Prince Charles.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2017

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Whole Class 

Guided Reading resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.com/tag/mountains


classroomsecrets.com
The Albert Dock – Y3/P4/G2 – Text   g

The Albert Dock

The Beatles Story
This a tourist attraction which tells the story of one of the most famous music bands 
to come out of Liverpool: the Beatles. There are fascinating exhibits to look at, such 
as John Lennon’s piano and a wide range of outfits that the band wore.  There is even

an interactive story zone aimed at children, which
has original copies of some famous Beatles 
albums, such as ‘Walls and Bridges’ and ‘Double
Fantasy’.

The members of the Beatles were John Lennon,
Paul McCartney, Ringo Star and George Harrison.
They became one of the most prolific bands in the
world and they are a big part of Liverpool’s 

history.  While I was at the docks, I could see so many shops and statues dedicated 
to the Beatles.

The Albert Dock is one of the most famous 
historic places in Liverpool.  It was once used 
as a shipping port to house sailing ships, 
dating back as far as 1846. Now it is a 
bustling shopping centre with a number of 
bars, restaurants, museums and tourist 
attractions. This weekend I got to have a tour 
to see what’s on offer. There was so much to 
take in, and this is definitely one of my 
favourite new places to visit – here’s a look at 
some of the highlights.

The Tate Museum
This was easily the best part of the 
trip for me. Inside are paintings and 
sculptures from so many different 
modern artists. This museum was 
opened in 1988 and has been a huge 
tourist attraction ever since. Definitely 
a place I’ll be going back to.
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Merseyside Maritime Museum

The museum also showcased a display of stories and artefacts from the Titanic’s (a 
huge historic cruise ship which sadly sunk) time in Liverpool. It included letters from 
passengers, pieces of cutlery and the only first class ticket to have survived the Titanic 
sinking.

The rebirth of the Albert Dock
Although the Albert Dock looks luxurious 
and well maintained now, this wasn’t 
always the case. At some point during 
1972, the docks were closed due to the 
wharf being damaged by silt and the 
docks not taking in enough trade to keep 
them open. It wasn’t until 1988 that it 
was reopened as a tourist attraction and 
shopping centre by Prince Charles.

I managed to take a look at all of these places in one action-packed day. There are 
also lots of smaller attractions like a Victorian carousel and even just walking along 
the pier to see the view of Wirral on the other side of the River Mersey was really 
enjoyable. Definitely a place I’ll be recommending to friends and family.

Hidden away inside the Albert Dock is the Maritime 
Museum, which showcases exhibits from Liverpool’s 
history surrounding the docks and the ships which 
were kept there. Here you can learn all about The 
Pier Master (the person who controlled the traffic of 
ships passing through the Albert Dock) and by 
visiting the floor called ‘Seized!’ you can look at all of 
the interesting things which were confiscated by 
police and border patrols from people trying to 
smuggle stolen or illegal items on-board ships. 
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The Albert Dock – Comprehension

Section A

1.  What year does the Albert dock date back to?

2.  Which city is the Albert dock in? 

3.  What was the Albert dock before it was a tourist attraction?

4.  When did The Tate Museum open?  

5.  Name two of the albums on display at the Beatles Story.

6.  Name the four members of the Beatles. 

7.  What was a Pier master? 

8.  What is the floor called where you can look at items that have been confiscated by 
police and border patrols? 

9.  Who reopened the docks as a tourist attraction?  

Section B

10.  What is the Tate Museum?  

11.  Is the Tate Museum popular? Use evidence from the text.

12.  Why were the docks closed in 1972?  

13.  The author refers to a smaller attraction in the final paragraph, what is it?  
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Section C

14.  Read the first paragraph. What does the word ‘bustling’ mean?

15.  What did the author enjoy most about their trip to the Albert dock?  How do you 
know?

16.  Do you think the Beatles are an important part of Liverpool’s history? Explain 
your answer.  

17.  What three things are on exhibition in the Titanic section of the maritime 
museum? 

18.  Read the paragraph titled ‘The rebirth of the Albert Dock’. Explain what the word 
‘luxurious’ means.  

19.  Read the last paragraph. How do you know the author enjoyed their visit to the 
Albert Dock?  

20.  What can you see on the other side of the river from the Albert Dock?  

Section D

21.  Suggest one reason the writer may have chosen The Tate Museum as their 
favourite part of the trip. Refer to evidence in the text in your answer.

22.  Explain what the word ‘prolific’ means.

23.  Why do you think that people still remember and learn about the Titanic at the 
Albert Dock?

24.  What does the phrase ‘hidden away’ imply about the Maritime Museum?

25.  After reading this blog, do you think you would like to visit the Albert Dock? 
Explain why and refer to the text.

26.  Give a summary of the final two paragraphs starting from ‘The rebirth of the 
Albert Dock’.
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Whole Class Guided Reading – Teaching Guide

• The text is for the children to read.  Give each pair a copy of the text (without questions) to read 
individually or as a whole class.  This text has been aimed at Year 3 (Wales)/Primary 4 
(Scotland)/Grade 2 (Australia).

• The teacher should use the teacher version.  It shows you where to pause after each section and 
provides questions for you to ask.  The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific 
questions at specific students in terms of difficulty (their version does not have these colours to 
show them which is which).

Beginner – (Red) 
Easy – (Blue)
Tricky – (Orange)
Expert – (Green)

• The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or 
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet.  The questions have been re-grouped into 
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A – Beginner
Section B – Easy
Section C – Tricky
Section D – Expert
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