
November & December 2020 
 

Welcome to our first reading newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is brand new and will be released every half term. It’s a chance to find out 
about new, high quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry as well as a chance to get tips and 
up to date information about helping your child with their reading journey. You can dip in 
and out or read it in one whole bite! Reading truly is the key to open so many doors – no 
matter what age you are.  
 
As always, your support is hugely appreciated, 
Mrs Gillett (Librarian) 
 

The Importance of Reading for Pleasure 
 There is overwhelming evidence 

that literacy has a significant 
relationship to people's life 
chances. Reading for pleasure is 
more important than either 
wealth or social class as an 
indicator of success at school. 
 
If your child isn’t a ‘book worm’ 
yet, don’t worry! There are so 
many wonderful and exciting 
authors out there, that there’s a 
book to engage and inspire your 
child out there… they just may 
not have discovered it yet!  
 
In school, we will be continuing to 
inspire reading by sharing lots of 
exciting authors, old and new. 
We read to the children every day 
and share our passion for 
reading. Reading for pleasure is 
key!  
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Author Spotlight 
Katherine Rundell  

 

 
I got in touch with Katherine via Instagram and 
she was thrilled to hear from me about how 
our Year 5 children were enjoying The 
Explorer.  
 
Katherine grew up in Zimbabwe, Brussels and 
London. She begins every day with a cartwheel 
and believes that it is almost exactly the same 
as reading – it turns the world upside down 
and leaves you breathless! 
 
Dive in to one of Katherine’s books; The 
Explorer, The Good Thieves, The Wolf Wilder 
and, Rooftoppers.  
 
Mrs Gillett 
 
 
 
 

A special message from Katherine … 
 
Hello! 
 
I’m thrilled you’re reading The Explorer – I hope you find something in it to like.  I went to 
the Amazon to research it, and all of the details are real (if you google Katherine Rundell 
tarantula, there’s a video you might like!)   
I really do believe that books are the best possible way to go on an adventure when you 
can’t move around much: with every book, your world gets a little bigger, a little more 
breath-taking.   So I hope, with the strange months we have ahead you will find some 
brilliant books to take you by the hand and help you through. 
Katherine Rundell 
 



Books to Share as a Family 
 

 
 

The Twits by Roald Dahl 

This is the classic tale of two horrible 
Twits who love nothing better than to 
play horrible tricks on each other. As the 
events play out, one thing becomes clear 
from their unkind actions…  

“...if you have good thoughts they will 
shine out of your face like sunbeams and 

you will always look lovely.” 

 

 

The Smeds and the Smoos by Julia 
Donaldson 

This is another brilliant edition from the 
Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 
partnership. The story reflects a current 
and highly relevant tale of race, equality 
and togetherness in a child-friendly way. 
It teaches us to learn from the tales of 
generations that came before us and 
make our own paths. Very uplifting! 

 

Not Now, Bernard by David McKee 
 
Bernard tries unsuccessfully to get his 
parents’ attention, getting the same reply 
each time. Even when he’s being eaten 
by a monster, his parents don’t notice! 
The BIG question is, who is the monster? 
Could it be Bernard himself?  
 



Weston Favell Library 
Weston Favell Library  

Northamptonshire’s Libraries are 
now able to offer book services 
again by welcoming you at the door, 
but not any further just yet. Order 
your books online, then go to 
Weston Favell library to collect them 
from the lobby or entrance.   

  
Borrow Box. is an electronic library service which 
allows you to borrow written and audio books 
using your Northamptonshire Library account. It’s 
simple to sign up to and a superb way to access 
reading.  
 
Click on the image above to find out more and get 
reading! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/library-service/e-reads-and-audio/Pages/e-books.aspx


Our Book Collection 

 

 
 

Despite being in the midst of a pandemic, we have already purchased so many wonderful 
books over the last 12 months, but there are still many that are needed. To help our 
collection, we have created a wish list with Amazon. If you can help us, please take a look 
at what you could purchase for us. The link to our wish list is below:  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1LALLHAAKZ8AK/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?_enc

oding=UTF8&type=wishlist 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you recommend a local bookshop? Get in touch with Mrs Gillett via e-mail and it 
could be mentioned in our next edition! 
librairan@cogenhoeprimary.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1LALLHAAKZ8AK/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1LALLHAAKZ8AK/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist


Poetry Page 

 John McCrae  

 
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae (November 30, 1872 – January 
28, 1918) was a Canadian poet, physician, author, artist and soldier 
during World War I, and a surgeon during the Second Battle o\f 
Ypres, in Belgium. He is best known for writing the famous war 
memorial poem "In Flanders Fields" which he wrote the day after 
his close friend was killed in battle.   

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Remembrance Day - 11th November 

In Flanders Field 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 
By John McCrae 



 

Guiding Children’s Reading Choice 

Does your child always read books by the same author or the same genre of book? 
Children’s choice about what they read is really important, but it’s also important that they 
know what’s out there to be able to make an informed choice, with adults guiding them 
towards quality books wherever possible. Any reading is better than no reading, so it’s not 
worth a battle, but children’s series can often contain the same sort of style and vocabulary, 
making children read more passively (especially if the book has been made into a film that 
they have seen.)  
 
‘Banning’ books by certain authors can make the problem worse… so why not offer your 
child one of these alternatives if they have got stuck on one of the most common series of 
books? Get in touch if you’d like any further support with this and I’d be glad to help. 

 
Reading for Pleasure Tube Map by @MisterBodd 
 
 
 

 



Exciting dates, events and competitions to 

get involved with! 

Win a signed copy of the award-winning picture 
book ‘The Boy Who Loved Everyone’ 
 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-
reading/have-some-fun/competitions/the-boy-
who-loved-everyone-spread-a-little-love-with-
this-award-winning-picture-book/  
 

11pm on Thursday 26 November 

 

 

 

@BookTrust 

Want to keep up with what’s hot in 
the world of books?  
 
Since 2000, the enormously popular 
and influential Blue Peter Book 
Awards have been recognising and 
celebrating the best authors, the 
most creative illustrators and the 
greatest reads for children.  
 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-
we-do/awards-and-prizes/current-
prizes/blue-peter-book-awards/ 

Each year, Santa's elves at the Royal Mail can help 
you get a letter from Santa, if children write to 
him by early December 

.https://www.royalmail.com/christmas/letters-to-
santa  

Santa/Father Christmas 
Santa's Grotto 
Reindeerland 
XM4 5HQ 
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**Wall of Fame** 

 

 
Well done to each and every one of you that have been reading and quizzing and enjoying 
reading books in and out of school. 
 
Our top quizzers this half term: 
 
Lilly Wilson Year 3 quizzed on an astounding 30 books 
Zena Cunnington Year 6 quizzed on astonishing 24 books 
William Master Year 4 quizzed on a staggering 21 books 
 
Most words read this half term: 
 
Zac Dooley Year 6 reading an amazing 752,479  
Sienna Tanna-Shah Year 5 with a fabulous 749,912  
Zena Cunnington Year 6 with a fantastic 651,116  
 
I wonder which one of you will be a Word Millionaire this year? 

 
 

Well done to all of you, who wants to appear on the Wall of Fame next Term? 
Could it be you? 
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